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Tar Creek cleanup contract scrutinized; Oklahoma's attorney general Pruitt outlines 17 inquiries 
Tulsa World, 04/24/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfEgcC 
 
Summary:  An investigative audit into a Tar Creek trust authority is looking at possible infractions involving a contract 
awarded for cleanup work, according to a document released Monday by the state Auditor and Inspector's Office.  In 
a letter dated April 21, 2011, from Attorney General Scott Pruitt to state Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones, Pruitt 
outlines 17 inquiries into the Lead-Impacted Communities Relocation Trust and its involvement with a reclamation 
contract.  Trust Chairman Mark Osborn said the trust has been the subject of an audit beginning Aug. 25 but that he 
could not comment further. Andy Lester, attorney for the trust, declined to comment.  "The audit is in the final stages 
and should be presented to the attorney general within a month," Jones said. "Since the audit was requested by the 
attorney general, it is not subject to the state's Open Records Act."  Jerry Morris, state director for U.S. Sen. Tom 
Coburn, R-Okla., sent a memorandum that expressed "certain concerns brought to the attention of the senator and 
his staff pertaining to the awarding of certain contracts for reclamation of properties in the Tar Creek area."  
 
State, EPA work out agreement on AEP-PSO plants  
Tulsa World, 04/24/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfEoJm 
 
Summary:  Gov. Mary Fallin announced Tuesday morning the state has reached an agreement with AEP-PSO and the 
Environmental Protection Agency over two coal-fired power generating plants in Oologah.  The rules deal with 
emissions related to the haze, mercury and air toxics. Under the agreement, American Electric Power-Public Service 
Company of Oklahoma will install emission control equipment on one unit in 2015 and retire the other in 2017. The 
first unit will be retired in 2025 or 2026. 
 
Okla. agreement will close 2 coal-fired plants, end lawsuit  
E&E Daily, 04/24/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfH2yF 
 
Summary:  The Obama administration reached an air pollution agreement today with Oklahoma and a major state 
power company that will lead to the eventual closing of two coal-fired power plants and the end of a lawsuit over the 
regional haze rule.  The agreement between the Public Service Co. of Oklahoma (PSO), U.S. EPA, the state and the 
Sierra Club is aimed at meeting pollution limits in EPA's regional haze program.  Under the agreement, the company -- 
a subsidiary of Ohio-based American Electric Power Co. Inc. -- is required to meet emissions limits at two coal units in 
at its northeast Oklahoma power plant in Oolagah. The company said it would install new pollution-control 
technologies on one unit in 2015 and retire the second by 2017.  The unit with the new emissions control would be 
retired between 2025 and 2026.  "This landmark agreement outlines a clear and cost-effective path for compliance by 
PSO's Oklahoma coal-fired generating units with the EPA's new rules," said Stuart Solomon, PSO's president and chief 
operating officer. "It allows PSO to implement a compliance plan that resolves the company's most significant 
environmental issues, provides a manageable transition for our generation fleet and assures continued reliability for 
our customers."  The agreement resolves issues surrounding AEP's compliance with EPA's recent mercury and air 

http://bit.ly/IfEgcC
http://bit.ly/IfEoJm
http://bit.ly/IfH2yF


toxics standards for coal-fired power plants, as well as the regional haze plan for Oklahoma. As a result of the 
agreement, AEP is withdrawing a lawsuit over the regional haze rule.   
 
Proposed air quality settlement would retire coal units at Oologah power plant   
News OK, 04/25/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfHKMh 
 
Summary:  Public Service Co. of Oklahoma will get rid of the last two coal-fired units at its Oklahoma power plants in a 
proposed settlement over air quality announced Tuesday with the state, the Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Sierra Club.  The agreement would resolve a conflict over the pace of EPA rules meant to curb emissions that 
affect visibility. Under the tentative agreement, PSO would meet specified emissions rates at its two coal-fired units 
at Northeastern station in Oologah. One coal unit would be retired by 2016, while the utility would install emissions-
control equipment and retire the other unit by 2025 or 2026.  As part of the proposal, the utility will withdraw a 
pending lawsuit against the EPA over its regional haze rule. In March 2011, the EPA rejected Oklahoma's plan to 
address regional haze, which covers emissions from several coal-fired power plants that affect visibility on federal 
lands and parks.  
 
Man wants new trial in Red River pollution case 
New Orleans Times-Picayune, 04/23/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfI5OY 
 
Summary:  A Shreveport businessman has asked for a new trial after being convicted of several violations including 
the dumping of untreated wastewater directly into the Red River.  John Tuma, former president of ARKLA Disposal 
Services Inc., was convicted in March of dumping wastewater without a permit, discharging untreated wastewater 
into Shreveport's sewer system and obstructing an Environmental Protection Agency inspection.  Tuma's lawyer said 
he didn't get a fair trial.  In February of 2011, Tuma, of Centerville, Texas, and his son Cody Tuma of Shreveport, were 
both charged in a five-count indictment. Cody Tuma pleaded guilty in February of 2012 to one count of negligently 
discharging pollutants into the Red River without a permit.  Arkla Disposal Inc. operated as a treatment facility for 
wastewater related to oil and gas exploration and production. 
 
Government Charges Former BP Engineer with Obstruction of Justice in Gulf Spill Case 
BNA’s Daily Environment Report, 04/25/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfIfWB 
 
Summary:  A former BP Plc engineer was arrested April 24 on charges that he intentionally deleted dozens of text 
messages to a supervisor relating to the Deepwater Horizon disaster response, including the amount of oil flowing 
from the damaged Macondo well following the April 2010 accident, prosecutors said (United States v. Mix, E.D. La., 
case number not available, 4/24/12).  A criminal complaint filed April 24 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Louisiana charged Kurt Mix of Katy, Texas, with two counts of obstruction of justice after he deleted more 
than 200 electronic text messages with a BP supervisor about the amount of oil leaking from the Gulf of Mexico well 
as the oil company tried a technique to stop the flow. These are the first criminal charges brought by the Justice 
Department in connection with the Deepwater Horizon case.  Mix, who resigned from BP in January 2012, was a 
drilling and completions project engineer for BP and worked on the company's efforts to estimate the amount of oil 
leaking from the well and stop the leak including the unsuccessful “top kill” operation, according to court documents.   
 
Katy man first to be arrested in association with BP oil spill case  
Dallas Morning News, 04/24/2012 
http://dallasne.ws/IfIzol 
 
Summary:    
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A BP engineer intentionally deleted more than 300 text messages indicating the amount of oil flowing into the Gulf of 
Mexico was much greater than what the company later reported and that BP's efforts to control the spill were failing, 
the U.S. Justice Department alleged Tuesday in bringing its first criminal charges related to the deadly explosion of the 
Deepwater Horizon rig.  Kurt Mix was arrested Tuesday and charged with two counts of obstruction of justice for 
allegedly destroying evidence sought by federal authorities.  The charges came a day before a federal judge in New 
Orleans was to consider a motion granting preliminary approval of a $7.8 billion civil settlement between BP and a 
committee of plaintiffs in a civil case. Shrimp processors have raised objections, saying the settlement does not 
adequately compensate them.  Criminal penalties that could be levied against BP and its partners in the operation 
would be based in part on estimates of the amount of oil that spilled from the Macondo well.   
 
Jackson Names New Science Adviser for EPA 
BNA’s Daily Environment Report, 04/25/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfINMe 
 
Summary:  Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson on April 24 named Glenn Paulson, an 
associate dean for research at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ), as the agency's new 
science adviser. Paulson will fill a post that has been vacant since Paul Anastas' departure in February (3 DEN A-7, 
1/6/12). Paulson has served as the director of the New Jersey Center for Public Health Preparedness at UMDNJ, as 
assistant commissioner for science at the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, as director of the 
scientific support program for the Natural Resources Defense Council, and as senior vice president at the National 
Audubon Society. 
 
GSA inspector says outside event planner violated ethics laws 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 04/24/2012 
http://bit.ly/IfIRM3 
 
Summary:  The inspector general investigating lavish spending by the General Services Administration has told federal 
prosecutors that an outside event planner violated ethics laws while helping to organize a conference at a swank Las 
Vegas hotel, according to government sources.  As more details go public, investigators have also revealed that one of 
the GSA employees deeply involved in the controversy is Lisa Daniels, a Fort Worth-based national event planner. 
Daniels handled the booking of a Nevada resort for the now highly publicized government conference that a senior 
GSA executive wanted to be "over the top."  She is also one of 10 government employees who are on administrative 
leave pending further discipline. Investigators want to know whether Michael W. Jahn, managing partner of Location 
Solvers, violated bribery laws by giving gifts to several GSA employees in excess of the government's $20 limit, 
according to government sources, e-mails and transcripts of interviews conducted by the inspector general's office.  
The gifts, which would have been illegal for the employees to accept, included regular deliveries of flowers, concert 
tickets and free hotel rooms, sources said. 
 
Tests find air emissions of toxic chemicals from a gas well, environmental group says  
Dallas Morning News, 04/24/2012 
http://dallasne.ws/IfJbKT 
 
Summary:  Citizen-funded tests found air emissions of toxic chemicals from a natural gas well at the city limits 
between Colleyville and Southlake, an environmental group said Tuesday.  Some of the chemicals detected during a 
gas company’s hydraulic fracturing operation in February were at levels higher than Texas guidelines for long- or 
short-term exposure, the group said.  Private residents of Colleyville and Southlake paid for the monitoring and the 
analysis by a lab in Richardson. They released the results in partnership with Earthworks’ Oil & Gas Accountability 
Protect, an advocacy group critical of gas exploration’s environmental record.  The gas company whose well the group 
monitored, Fort Worth-based Titan Operating LLC, did not respond to a request for comment. 
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